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PRESS RELEASE 

West Ohio Food Bank Board of Directors Announces Hiring of  
New CEO 

 
LIMA, OH (May 27, 2020) –The West Ohio Food Bank Board of Directors has finished its months 

long search for a new CEO, and they have decided to stay within the organization. 

Current Chief Operating Officer Tommie Harner has been selected as the next Chief Executive 

Officer. Current CEO Linda Hamilton announced earlier this year that she would be retiring.   

Ms. Hamilton will continue on the job through June 30th, 2020, to ensure a smooth and 

successful transition.  She has been CEO of West Ohio Food Bank since the summer of 2015. 

Ms. Harner has been with the West Ohio Food Bank since July 2006. She has served in numerous 

roles during her tenure, including management and leadership positions, which has involved strategic 

alignment with the mission and vision of the organization, scheduling, inventory control, payroll, 

budgeting, compliance and regulations, project management, team-building, goal-setting and 

measurable impact, acting as a key representative throughout the service area for the food bank.   

Ms. Harner is a recent graduate of Tiffin University, earning a B.A. in Business Administration 

and Human Resource Management.  Ms. Harner maintained a 3.85 GPA while taking on-line classes and 

working full-time. 

                 [see next page, also photo of 

Tommie Harner is attached] 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Contact Jason Aldrich or Linda Hamilton at 419-222-7946 

 
 
 

 



West Ohio Food Bank CEO Linda Hamilton’s comments on the selection 

of Tommie Harner as her successor: 

• "Over the past fourteen years Tommie has held numerous roles within the organization gaining 

experience to step into the CEO role. Tommie is a self-motivated professional with skills in goal 

setting, problem solving and leading through strategic direction with the ability to gain trust while 

strengthening community relationships. I am confident Tommie has the passion and commitment 

to take the food bank to the next level, looking at new ways to feed those who are hungry in our 

11-county area." 

 

What others are saying about Tommie Harner: 

• “We are grateful for the leadership that Linda has brought, advancing the organization, and we 

are excited for the future of West Ohio Food Bank under Tommie’s leadership” – Jennifer Niese, 

West Ohio Food Bank Board President 

 

 

Tommie Harner, in her own words: 

• “I am very excited to begin this new journey as CEO of the West Ohio Food Bank.  I am eager to 

continue the wonderful work that Linda (Hamilton) has done over the past five years, while 

utilizing my experience to continue the partnerships, while engaging in new community 

supporters throughout our service area and incorporating a strategic vision and moving the 

organization forward.” 

 

About West Ohio Food Bank: 
 
West Ohio Food Bank is the largest food distribution system in West Ohio coordinating, collecting, warehousing 

and distributing food. The process of getting food to individuals in need requires a dynamic infrastructure and 

sophisticated management. West Ohio Food Bank secures donations from national food and grocery 

manufacturers, retailers, shippers, packers and growers and from government agencies, individuals and other 

organizations. They in turn distribute food and grocery items, ensuring the safe storage and reliable distribution of 

goods to local food pantries and meal programs that served over 5 million meals to children, families, seniors and 

other groups at risk of hunger. For more information visit us at www.westohiofoodbank.org, find us on 

Facebook.com/Westohio Food Bank or follow us on twitter.com/WestOhioFB.   
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